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RUDEN SADA LEPCHA *@ Relli Mission Tar. B.PO. Lolay
Member, = Dokan Dara, Lolay G.P

West Bengal Legislative Assembly PO., PS. & Dist. : Kalimpong
Pin, : 734301

M. : 7001082408

8653454487

F= e-mail : valentinelepchakalimpong@gmail.com

Date ..o
Date: 19% June 2024
To. Message
The Headmaster
Bagrakote H.S.School

Kalimpong
Gorkhaland Territorial Administration

Dear Sir,

It is with great pride and exhilaration that | extend my heartfelt congratulations to Bagrakote
H S School on the momentous occasion of its 75th anniversary Celebrating 75 years of
excellence in education is a remarkable achievement and a testament to the unwavering

commitment of the entire school Fraternity.

Since its inception Bagrakote H. S School has not only been a beacon of knowledge and
learning but also a pillar of strength in our community. For generations, it has nurtured and
shaped young minds, guiding them to reach their full potential and become responsible,

enlightened citizens

As we mark this Platinum Jubilee, we reflect on the countless contributions made by the
dedicated educators, staff, and supporters who have been the backbone of this esteemed
institution. Their tireless efforts and passion for fostering an environment of growth and
discovery have been instrumental in the school's sustained success

To the students and alumni, your achievements and endeavors are the living testament to the
school's enduring legacy. Your pursuits in academics, sports, arts, and beyond have brought
pride to Bagrakote H.S.School and have established its reputation as a cradle of excellence

On this auspicious occasion, | encourage you all to cherish and celebrate the rich history of
Bagrakote H.S School, to honor its traditions, and to look forward with optimism and
confidence. Let this milestone be a reminder of the extraordinary journey that has been
traveled and a motivation to continue striving for greatness in the years to come.

Congratulations once again on reaching this incredible milestone Here's to many more

years of success, growth, and achievements!

¥ RUD A LEPCHA

@ 22, KALIMPONG A.C.
MEMBER

#= WEST BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
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OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT MAGISTRATE, KALIMPONG,
EDUCATION SECTION

PO & PS - KALIMPONG, PIN - 734301
E-mail :deossmkalimpong@gmail.com

Message Date: 16/06/2024

| am glad to know that Bagrakote Higher Secondary Schooal,
Bagrakote, Kalimpong has completed 75 glorious years of its
existence and is celebrating Platinum Jubilee this year. To
commemorate this historic landmark, the school is bringing out
a School Magazine as a Platinum Jubilee Souvenir. |
congratulate the students, teaching staff, non-teaching staff
and the management body on this auspicious and historic
occasion.

| hope that this institute will continue enabling and empowering
its students to meet life’s challenges with knowledge supported
by wisdom, skill and ethical values. | wish the institution all the
success and glory in the years to come.

SUSHMITA SUBBA, WBCS (Exe.)
District Education Officer
Samagra Siksha Mission
Kalimpong



OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT INSPECTOR OF SCHOOLS

SECONDARY EDUCATION
Dist. Kalimpong GTA: Pin. 734301

H Office address: Ringkingpong Road near Kalimpong College; e-mail: dissekpg@gmail.com “

Memo No: /DI/SE/KPG Date: 20/06/2024

To

The Headmaster
Bagrakote HS School
Bagrakote, Kalimpong

Sir,

It has been an exhilarant news to be given to know about the
publication of the Platinum Jubilee edition of your school's magazine
"Himalphedi".

It is understood that the school magazines are the face of the school
and displays the personality of the school inmany ways. It plays a role
in fostering new talent in writing for children. The school magazine is a
historical document of the growth of the school. It informs the future
generation of students about the traditions built up of their school. This
valuable publication is the opportunity that students require to show
their creative talents.May the publication of Himalphedi showcase the
strengths and achievements of your strivings.

| wish the team and the school my best wishes for the development

and advancement of the school in future.

District Inspector of schools
Secondary EducationKalimpong
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Message

Dated 17" June 2024

To,

The Headmaster
Bagrakote H.S. School
Chunabhatti, Kalimpong.

It is a matter of immense pleasure and happiness that Bagrakote Higher Secondary School ,
Chunabhatti, Kalimpong is coming out its Annual School magazine. I wanted to extend my heart-
felt appreciation to the headmaster Sagar Sharma, Nodal Teacher Rajen Sunar and entire school
team for actively supporting the Kanayshree Prakalpa Scheme. Your commitment of empower-
ing young girls through education and financial assistance is truly commendable.

My best wishes to the students so that they any always brighten the name of the institution.
With best wishes for all your future endeavors.
Smt. Bijay Pradhan

Kanayshree Prakalpa
Kalimpong-1 Dev. Block
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From the Headmaster’s Desk

Dear Students, Parents and well-

wishers,
A warm greetings to all. As we step into the
75" years of glorious existence, we would like
to extend good wishes and congratulations to
all concerned. Today marks a significant
milestone in the history of our school as we
celebrate our 75" Foundation Day. It is a
momentous occasion that allows us to reflect
on the journey we have undertaken, the
achievements we have realized together.

Seventy-five years ago, a vision was born,
a vision of nurturing young minds, fostering
academic excellence, and instilling values that
would shape the leaders of tomorrow. As we
stand here today, we honor the dedication and
hard work of those who laid the foundation of
our esteemed institution.

Over the years, our school has evolved and
grown, adapting to the changing times while
staying true to its core principles. We have
witnessed countless success stories, witnessed
the transformation of eager learners into
confident individuals ready to take on the
challenges of the world. As I pen down these
words for the special edition of our school
magazine, | am reminded of the countless stories
of triumph, perseverance, and camaraderie that
have defined our community.

This milestone not only signifies longevity but
also resilience, innovation, and unwavering
commitment to our core values. As we celebrate
our past, we also look to the future with hope
and determination. We are committed to providing
our students with the best possible education

Z ( ﬁ/.{y una
GBSy WA TN RS

Sagar Sharma, Headmaster

equipping them with the skills, knowledge and
values they need to thrive in an ever-changing
world.

Likewise, we are striving a lot, despite
poor and limited resources, to provide quality
education as well as to provide different
opportunities to our students to build or nurture
their skills. The flow of everything was disturbed
by the outbreak of COVID. Even the human
existence was at stake. Physical attachment and
face to face meet had become a matter of
distance. Despite all these, we did not want to
compromise with the education of the students.

In an effort to contain the COVID-19
Pandemic Prime Minister of India declared a
complete lockdown of the entire country for
21 days from March 25, 2020 onwards.
Everything was stalled, not even the educational
institutions were exempted. It was for the safety
and security of the people at large. But,
Bagrakote H.S. School came forward to keep
the students intact with their studies. From the
27" of March 2020, we started providing home
assignments to the students on online mood. We
had created an official page on Facebook in
2020 to showcase our activities and to remain
in contact with our students and well-wishers.
Through the same platform we started to share
study materials to the students. Besides the
education of the students, we had thought that
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the students might not get isolated and indulge
in evil habits and damage their lives.

There was complete lockdown all over. All
the job sectors were closed down. We feared
that our students might not get enough to eat
and accordingly we formed a team of teachers
and began to proceed towards the villages to
have firsthand information and to comprehend
the ground reality of our students’ condition.
We distributed dry Mid-Day Meal materials in
different villages reaching out door to door to
our students. We collected their phone numbers
and, in some stances, we managed the students
with their companions and convinced the
parents for online classes. We started online
classes from 29" April 2020 guided by a well
framed class routine from 10 am to 3 pm every
day from Monday to Friday. The experience
was very exciting and provided learning
opportunities even to the teachers. All the
teachers began to make the maximum use of
available technology and social media platform
to create videos related to their lessons and the
teaching-learning was entertaining.

Bagrakote H.S. School took different
measures to keep in touch with the students in
the days of crisis. We thought that the students
should not feel isolated and depressed. For that,
we organized virtual competitions like art
competition, dance competition, poetry
recitation competition and the like during the
days of virtual classes. Students had to send
their performances through WhatsApp Groups,
and the response was overwhelming. Even we
organized virtual Teachers’ Day where students
sent their videos of performances and were
displayed in the school hall before the presence
of the teachers virtually.

Though in the days of COVID-19 pandemic
everyone was struggling to survive, our three
students= PriyaChhetri, RomiThapa, and

R | femmertedt

PritiDarjee- made us proud by clearing the
National Scholarship Exams, from which they
have been receiving Rs. 12000/-per annum each
as scholarship.

Our team worked towards imparting
education even in the risky days of COVID-
19 pandemic was outstanding. Despite several
infrastructural and resource shortcomings we
were able to reach out to 90% of our students
with their study materials. Considering our
relentless efforts in the field of education and
our dedication towards our students during
lockdown periods, Bagrakote H.S. School was
awarded with Dronacharya Award on the 16"
of June 2022 by Darjeeling Universal Campus
under the aegis of MAKAUT University. This
sort of felicitation and organizational recognition
to the school was for the first time in the 75
years of its glorious history.

Likewise, we were supported by the family
of AnandLakhotia, well-wisher of our school,
by constructing a Library Hall in the fond
memory of his nephew, Late Abhishek Lakhotia,
ex-student of this school, on 5" September
2020.

Our students are nowadays successfully
participating in different district and state level
competitions. In January 19, 2021, Sneha
Sharma won Kalimpong District level Drawing
Competition. Prasanna Khawas won singing
competion in District level Kala Utsav along
with Sangita Roy in Arts Competition. Our
students are being provided platform to expose
their talents by NHPC, Kalijhora round the
year. Our students are competing with their
counterparts of other well-known schools in
different fields. They are successfully
participating in Science Fairs, Science Congress
and many other academic and co-curricular
activities under the able guidance and
supervision of our teachers. In the year 2022,



Saraswati Singh, student of Class XI of our
school, had represented Kalimpong District in
the State level in a Project Presentation at
Kolkata. Similarly, in the same year, ElinaSunar
of Class XI also had represented Kalimpong
District at State level in Kolkata under Indian
Classical Song category. Those were the
moments to be cherished by all of us.

We did not remain there. In order to boost
the morale of the students and the teachers in
the days of lockdown when everywhere
immature corona deaths were being seen and
heard, we organized Bhanu Jayanti Program on
the 13" July 2021. The program was actively
participated only by the teaching and non-
teaching staff. Similarly, we conceived that when
we re-enter the classes with our students after
COVID-19 days, we might face a huge
challenge in regard to the educational level of
our students. For the same, we thought to
develop professional skills of our teachers.
That’s why we organized two days’ workshop
on the 7™ and 8" of August 2021 under the
theme ““Teaching Language: Changing the way
we teach English”. Everyone was benefitted and
energized through the workshop. It was one of
our several endeavors to provide quality
education to our children.

After lockdown, when school re-opened,
we faced the problem of drop-out students. We
found that many of our students didn’t turn up
for admission and when contacted they refused
to attend school, thus, aggravating the situation.
We, in the school, feared that those dropped
out students might fall prey to the evil habits
and might destroy their lives. So, we formed a
team of 10 teachers- Ribika Roka, Durgi
Gurung, Anamika Darjee, Rachana Sharma,
Dewki Subba, Sangita Rasyli, Shyamal Tamang,
Pravesh Ghimiray and Niran Chhetri- to make
village-wise survey to find out the exact figure

of drop outs and the reasons of their being
dropped out. In this way we became successful
to bring back 84 dropped out students to the
school by providing them free studentship and
other related supports. During the survey it was
also found out that many students could not
complete their studies even up to Matriculation.
They have been compelled to help their parents
in household choirs to add to the earning of the
family because of their economic background
leaving behind their studies. So, in order to to
help such dropped out students we have started
a Study Centre of West Bengal Council of
Rabindra Open Schooling at our school on and
from 3" June 2022. This Centre will be going
to help the deprived sections of the students in
their studies in future.

In our effort to provide modern day
facilities and also to upgrade infrastructure in
the school, we, a term of teachers, staff, ex-
students and present students, came out with a
unique program. Our motto behind the program
was not only as mentioned above, but it was
also to connect the school with the society. The
drive was socialization of the school and
mobilization of the society/community towards
the school. Accordingly, we organized ‘Dewsi-
Bhailo’, a Nepali Hindu Religious Cultural fest
observed during Diwali, in different villages of
the locality. The first such program was
organized on the 6™ November 2021 at
Chunabhatti Playground under the aegis of
Chunabbhatti JankalyanSamaj. All the Clubs and
Societies of different places supported our
cause by providing all sorts of logistic supports.
Fund collected from the program was utilized
for the development of the School Library and
for the construction of Smart Class along with
the cash contribution done by the teaching and
non-teaching staff of our school and Rs. 1, 31,
251/- donated by our ex-student, Mr. Prashant
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Subba, working at present as a Manager in
State Bank of India, and his friends on the 20™
December 2021.

We have been striving a lot to provide good
environment and quality education to our children.
Our main objective is to make Bagrakote Higher
Secondary School the bast learning center. As
we all know, even Rome was not built-in a night,
we are toiling hard to improve the educational
standard of the school. To provide better
alternatives in higher studies, we have introduced
Commerce Stream in the school from the 10th
of April 2022. It was our sincere effort to have
the students from the poorer sections of the
locality who could not afford to study those
subjects in far off places.

Educational seminar on the 16"
December 2022:

We faced tremendous challenges in the
classes after lockdown. Everywhere, we heard
the tantrums of parents, teachers and different
stakeholders about the educational crisis
aroused due to pandemic. They were worried
to find the deteriorated standard of the studies
of the pupils. So, in order to find out the solution
to the crisis and to develop professional skills
not only of our teachers but also of the entire
schools of our vicinity, we organized an
educational seminar, entitled “Educational
Standard of the students in Post Covid days:
An observation and solution”, on 16th,
December 2022. Almost 23 numbers of schools
from Kalimpong district and one from terai and
attended the seminar, which was interactive
one.The seminar provided a new path to the
teachers to deal with their curriculum and with
the emotions of the students.

Introduction of Bharat Scouts and
Guides:

As a team, we have been working to
improve the educational standard and
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professional skills of our teachers for the future
of our students. In order to make the students
active and disciplined, we have introduced
Bharat Scouts and Guides from 2023. We
organized 7 days training program in our school,
where our teachers, Mr. Samir Mukhia and
Mr. ShyamalTamang, got the training of Master
Guides. School is slowly and gradually stepping
forward for achieving holistic development of
our students.

Board Results:

This school is imparting education to the
average and below average students and that
also from the economically deprived sections
of the society. Children from better family
background opt for their studies in Private
Institutes. Our teachers toil hard to produce
Kohinoor out of the heap of charcoal. That’s
why we have been securing good pass
percentage every year both in
MadhyamikPariksha and Higher Secondary
Examinations. In the year 2023, 88.95% of our
students fared well in their MadhyamikPariksha.
Similarly, in Higher Secondary Examination
2023, 93% of the students passed their
examinations, with 5 students securing more than
80% and 11 students securing above 75%
marks. We hope to do better in the coming
days, but cooperation and support from the
parents is equally important to achieve the goal.
But the irony is that still many of our students
are the first-generation learners.

For the proper understanding and to have
first-hand information regarding educational
problems and hurdles being faced by the
teachers and the students, we organized a
fortnight long opinion sharing program named
“Talks with the Headmaster”. The main
objective of the program was not only to
comprehend the problems, but also to find out
collective solutions to the burning issues, if any.



This program gave me, as head of the institute,
an opportunity to listen to the grievances of all
concerned and their innovative ideas to tackle
the issues. The idea was to find innovative
approaches to improve the standard of the
school and the education.

Our other initiatives:

The other improvements that we did for
the betterment of our students was the
installation of a Filter Plant for drinking water
on the 318 May 2023 in the school premises.
The RO plant was donated by Mrs. Manju
Bajaj, ex-student of the school and now the
resident of Sikkim, under the aegis of Lions Club
of Siliguri and Bajaj Seva Trust, Siliguri in the
fond memory of her deceased father Late
JugalKishor Agarwal, resident of Bagrakote
Top Line. The Project was conjectured by the
able son, Mr. Devendra Bajaj, of Mrs. Manju
Bajaj, who had paid a running visit to our school
and had witnessed the necessity of the same.

Accordingly, we thought that there should
some line of string that must emotionally tie up all
together in one feeling of attachment to the legacy
of such an institute that has been serving
gloriously for the last 75 years to the society.
Further, it was felt that everyone should sing the
glory of this institution from where they are
benefitted from one point or the other. For that
very purpose in mind, we formed a team
comprising myself, Rupesh Sharma,
BasantThapa, Ajay Kharka and Amir Sundas to
compose such a song that could unite all together
in one string. Finally, Ajay Kharka Sir composed
the song with the approval of the team. Music
was composed by Sri Gautam Biswakarma, ex-
student of the school and a retired defence
personnel. We recorded the same in Sound
Track Studio, Salbari, on the 6 June 2023 to
which the voice was given collectively by Ajay
Kharka Sir, Bivek Chhetri Sir, Prasanna Sharma

Ma’am (A/T, Shankar H.S. School), Priya
Chbhetri (student), Elina Sunar (student), Dipen
Gadaily (student), and Sri Raj Ghatani (ex-
student). The song was released on the 13™ July
2023 on the occasion of Bhanu Jayanti.

We worked as a team, and still walking
ahead in co-ordination with the teachers,
parents and the society. Whatever we do, we
do for the betterment of our students. In the
field of providing scholarships and other
governmental facilities to the students, our
Nodal Teachers of different departments are
giving their cent percent in their respective fields.
In the field of KanyashreePrakalpa, a flagship
project of the government of West Bengal, our
school has done outstandingly well in the entire
district of Kalimpong. On the 14" August 2023,
our school was awarded with the Best
Performing School in Kalimpong by the District
Magistrate.

Grand Assembly (Re-union of the
Alumni):

As the school has been celebrating its
Platinum Jubilee consecutively for three years
since 2022, we thought to organize a Re-union
ofthe Alumni so that they might get an opportunity
to come back to their Alma matar and have
nostalgic memories of their school days. The
program was organized on the 9" November
2023 with a name Grand Assembly. It was an
emotional moment when we inaugurated the
program at the hands of the first Madhyamik
batch student, Sri Padam Singh Lama, who was
the sole surviving member of the first MP passed
student of the school.

This type of programs is being
organized to socialize the school and also
to mobilize the community for the betterment
of both the entities.

Again, from the 16™ Nov 2023 we
organized a weeklong Dewsi-Bhaili program
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jointly with the BagrakoteSanskritikManch, to

collect fund for observing Platinum Jubilee
programs and to build certain infrastructures in
the school. Our ex-students, parents and well-
wishers gave us an overwhelming response and
for that the program was a grand success. This
year, our school donated certain amount
collected from the teachers, dewsi program and
the contribution received from Sri P. Nirup, senior
advocated, Supreme Court of India, to the flood
victim students of Totgaon.

The school has been struggling with the
poor school building since years. Several
prayers to the individual and the departments
had fallen into deaf ears. But after the visit of
the present GTA, Chief Executive and the
M.L.A., Kalimpong, we are blessed with anew
school building sanctioned from PBSSM
Department and the construction of the same is
under process after the foundation stone being
laid by Sri RudenSadaLepcha, Hon’ble
M.L.A., Kalimpong in presence of Sri
SanchabirSubba, Deputy Chief Executive, GTA
on the 18" December 2023. Still there is a
tremendous need of a gigantic school building
as the major portion of the existing building is
under vulnerable condition.

This year being the Platinum Jubilee year
of the school, the school has planned to observe
the same with great splendor. We expect the
active co-operation and support from all our
ex-students, parents and well-wishers. To
inaugurate the year’s program, we had
organized a Road Race of nearly 15 kms from
Monpong Check Post to the school premises
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on the 11" February 2024. The event was a
grand success with the active support and co-
ordination of different Clubs, Organizations,
Youths, well-wishers, Army personnels, police
administrations and the individuals from different
areas of the locality. We have been trying to
bring reformations in the management and
administrations of the school.

We are trying to involve individuals and the
organisations in our efforts to bring changes in
the school. In one of our efforts, we appealed
to our friends, ex-students and well-wishers for
the donation of fans. We received an alarming
response where we could collect 42 fans that
are now mounted in different classes. We cannot
forget the contributions of the Senior Managers
of Puthorjhora Tea Garden, Washabari Tea
Garden and all other individuals and
organizations who donated fans to the school.

We look forwared to work hands in hands
with all the individuals and the organizations to
improve the educational standard of the
students. The school and society is
complimentary to each other. None can
successfully survive and fulfill the motto of their
existence without the co-ordination of one
another. As such, we appeal all concerned to
reach to the depth of any rumors and allegations
before believing into that and before reaching
to any conclusion. School always keeps its door
open for the healthy suggestions, co-operation
and support. Finally, it will be our earnest prayer
and appeal, let’s work together to make the
better tomorrow of our students.

Thank you all.
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Memo Nowoviieia. Dare=9=1305
To,

Shrd Jyoti Rasu

Chief Vinister,

Oovernment of Vest B gal,

Writers' Buila: s
CALOUTTA- 1y R8s

Sub: Shri Ganesh Chhetri's Aduission in B.Sc.(Agri-
culture) at Bidhan Chandra Krishi Viewavidyalaya
or at Coochbehar College.

Dear Sir,

Shri Ganash Chhetri i
school. He has passed his Wigh ondary taking Agri=-
culture as vocational subject s passed both the
Madhyamik and Higher Secondary examinations in Seccad
Division and he is the only student from my schocl who
has done his studies wells Yow, he wants to get himself
admitted in B, Sce.(Agri.) and has pinned his hope on
yous T hope you will kindly do him the grace and forward
the accompanying application with your recommendation
to Bidhan Chandra Krishl Viswavidyalaya.

I hope you will do the needful andé obliges

x-student of my

Comradely yours,

BBt
(B.N, Pradhan )
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No46428-Edn, /oM (U)~75/83,

Datod,Careutta the 27}iR sept,.'8s, |
From s Shri K. K, Sarkar, Deputy &eeretary,
To 2 Alm Reglstra Ty
dhan Cha ! Xrishi Viswvavidvalsws
Pa0 holmnv;u;l ujr't 4 i 1iu§.._‘L.._,u.'
Subject § Admissmion of shyi (.r.ncm Chhetri 4n B BySes
1an Chandra Krishl Vigwavidya. |

{Agriculture) jn By
layal

o

I am directed to forward herswith en anplication
form and other connected papers submitted by Shri u'zn;s!

fg‘ﬂggugﬂi{lr ceived from the Chief MNinigter's Sseretariat
> sale
Yours faithfully,
8/« K.KeSarkar,
PR/=
. 71(2) Dgputy Seerstaxy.
No0o64284/hdn, Dated Calcutta the 24+ Sept.'85,
Copy forwarded to 3 N
/' The Chief Minister's Becretariat, West B :
1 /' ith veference to his letter No, 9/2355/M5u-d s

dbe 1969485 for information only.

Shri B. Ne Pradhan Hea&mas’tar, Bagmwakote High
Sehool ¢ Poon Bagraiotg.v
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so highly valued?

whole.”

“Many adults who were unable to learn to write at school often go
through a lot of pain and effort in order to learn to write at a later
stage in their lives (see Ivanic and Roach 1990; Ivanic and Simpson
1992; Ivanic forthcoming). It seems that there are three interrelated
explanations for their desire to learn to write: firstly, writing has an
intrinsic value for exploration of ideas and record- making; secondly,
society demands that certain functions should be fulfilled by writing,
though other means are in principle possible; and thirdly, being able
to write is seen as a sign of being 'educated'. Why should writing be

The medium of writing itself allows socially prestigious forms of
knowledge, information and codes of social behaviour to be recorded,
stored and handed on in permanent form, unchanged by inaccurate
or mischievous memory. Writing travels through space and time and
so we can read from the past as well as from the present. This is
particularly important in our society where the past is revered as
cultural heritage, as if it somehow confers glory on the nation as a

Romy Clark & Roz Ivanic, The Politics of writing, Page. 39
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Digitalization of Education

Bagrakote Higher Secondary School
In The Era Of Digitalization

Bagrakote Higher Secondary School:
Embracing Digitalization

Bagrakote Higher Secondary School,
established in the quaint hills of West Bengal in
1949, has embarked on a transformative journey
in the era of digitalization. From the introduction
of computer classes in 2005 to the
establishment of smart classroom in 2021, the
school has been at the forefront of integrating
technology into education. Let’s explore the
impact of digitalization on the school, its
students, and the surrounding community.
Digitalization: Impacts and Evolution
Digitalization has ushered in a wave of both
opportunities and challenges. At Bagrakote
Higher Secondary School, the adoption of
digital technologies has facilitated access to
educational resources, enhanced teaching
methodologies, and streamlined administrative
processes. Students now have the opportunity
to develop essential digital literacy skills,
preparing them for the demands of the modern
workforce.

However, challenges such as poor network
connectivity and a lack of digital literacy
among staff and students persists, particularly
in rural areas. Overcoming these obstacles
requires concerted efforts to provide
infrastructure, training, and support for
embracing digitalization fully.

Digitalization in India: A National Endeavor
India’s digitalization journey has seen
remarkable progress, catalyzed by initiatives like
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the Digital India campaign. Under the Union
government of 2014, significant strides have
been made in various sectors. The
introduction of a paperless economy, the
inception of UPI (Unified Payments
Interface), and the implementation of
biometric concepts like Aadhaar have
revolutionized governance and financial
transactions.

Notably, rural India has not been left behind
in this digital transformation. Initiatives like the
Banglar Shiksha Portal, introduced by the State
Education Department, have centralized student
data and streamlined administrative processes
in schools across West Bengal. This digital
infrastructure extends to other government
schemes, including scholarship programs and
the mid-day meal scheme, ensuring efficient
implementation and monitoring.



Digitalization in Education and Beyond

In the education sector, digitalization has brought
about a paradigm shift in teaching and learning
methodologies. Online exam patterns, electronic
fee payments, and digital admissions processes
have simplified administrative tasks and
improved accessibility for students. The
introduction of vocational streams and ICT
projects have further bolstered digital literacy
among students, equipping them with skills
relevant to the digital age.

Beyond education, digitalization has
permeated various sectors, including healthcare.
Data science and artificial intelligence have
played a crucial role in transforming the
healthcare sector, facilitating diagnostic
accuracy, personalized treatment plans, and
predictive analytics. Similarly, in education,
artificial intelligence holds promise in
personalizing learning experiences and
optimizing educational outcomes.
Bagrakote H.S. School: Pioneering
Digitalization in Rural Education
Bagrakote Higher Secondary School has been
abeacon of education in the region. However,
it wasn’t until 2005 that the school took its first
digital step, marking the beginning of a
transformative journey towards embracing
technology in education. The vision of dynamic
leaders, dedicated staff, and supportive
community members has been instrumental in
driving this transformation forward.

The inception of computer classes in 2005
marked a significant milestone in Bagrakote
H.S. School’s history. Spearheaded by the
then Headmaster, Lt. Bruno Lepcha, in
collaboration with Mrs. Arpana Pradhan and
litterateur Lt. Nar Bahadur Dahal, this
initiative aimed to equip students with
essential digital literacy skills. As an ex-
student of the school, I had the privilege of

witnessing and contributing to this pivotal
moment in our alma mater’s evolution.
Joining as a teacher for computer subject in
2009, I witnessed firsthand the impact of
these computer classes. Not only did
students gain basic computer knowledge, but
teachers also became digitally literate,
ushering in a new era of learning and teaching
at Bagrakote H.S. School.

The generous donation of 10 PCs by NHPC
further fueled the school’s digitalization efforts,
providing students with access to essential digital
resources and tools. In 2018, the introduction
of vocational streams in IT-ITES and
Electronics bolstered the school’s digital
curriculum, preparing students for the demands
of the modern workforce. The addition of two
vocational teachers, Mr. Banamali Mondal and
Mr. Raman Pradhan, played a pivotal role in
enhancing digitalization efforts, bringing
expertise and guidance to students eager to
delve deeper into the digital realm.

The government’s ICT project proved
instrumental in enhancing digital literacy
among students, with dedicated instructors
like Mr. Niraj Ghimiray Sharma guiding them
through their digital journey. However, it was
the establishment of smart classrooms in

Pandemic period of COVID - 19 days
made the foundation of digitalisation
of the society and also our school
strong. As we all know that necessity
is the mother of all inventions, there
was a dire necessity of certain
medium through which we could
easily and safely reach to our
students for their studies and also for
their well being.
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2021 that truly revolutionized education at
Bagrakote H.S. School.

Under the visionary leadership of
Headmaster Mr. Sagar Sharma, a special
committee, including myself, was formed to
oversee the installation of smart classroom.
Headed by Senior Teacher Mr. Rajen Sunar,
this committee meticulously monitored the
task, ensuring its success. The collective
financial support of the teaching and non-
teaching staff, along with the generous financial
contributions of alumni like Mr. Prashant Subba
his colleagues and Sunil Lama played a crucial
role in making this vision a reality.

COVID - 19 Days:

Pandemic period of COVID - 19 days made
the foundation of digitalisation of the society
and also our school strong. As we all know
that necessity is the mother of all inventions,
there was a dire necessity of certain medium
through which we could easily and safely reach
to our students for their studies and also for
their well being. Our teachers prepared
WhatsApp groups and Facebook page was
actively used to provide study materials to the

students. Each and everyone started to prepare
short video clips of the lessons for their
students. Even personal YouTube channel was
also started to make the works easy. This way,
Bagrakote H.S. School became all the more
stronger digitally in COVID-19 days.

The journey towards digital literacy has not
been without challenges, but through collective
efforts and perseverance, Bagrakote H.S.
School is steadily becoming digitally literate.
As students engage with digital tools and
technologies, they are not only preparing for
the future but also contributing to the
socioeconomic development of their
community.

Today, Bagrakote H.S. School stands as a
shining example of digitalization in rural
education. With students engaging in digital
lessons and teachers utilizing smart boards to
enhance learning, the school has become a hub
of innovation and technology. Despite the
challenges, Bagrakote H.S. School continues
its journey towards full digital literacy, paving
the way for a brighter future for generations
tocome. ®

“ With our bad habits, the immediate outcome usually feels good, butl
the ultimate outcome feels bad. With good habits, it is the reverse: the
immediate outcome is unenjoyable, but the ultimate outcome feels good.
The French economist Frédéric Bastiat explained the problem clearly
when he wrote, "It almost always happens that when the immediate
consequence is favorable, the later consequences are disastrous, and
vice versa.... Often, the sweeter the first fruit of a habit, the more bitter
are its later fruits." ...With a fuller understanding of what causes our
brain to repeat some behaviors and avoid others, let's update the Car-
dinal Rule of Behavior Change: What is immediately rewarded is re-
peated. What is immediately punished is avoided.”

James Clear, Atomic Habits, Page No. 189
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NEP-Discourse

School Education: Burning issues and Modern Trends
in the light of NEP 2020 & SEP 2023

Oxford dictionary defines Education as a pro-
cess of teaching, training and learning, especially
in schools, colleges or universities, to improve
knowledge and develop skills.

Generally, it is also said as the act or process of
imparting or acquiring general knowledge, de-
veloping the powers of reasoning and judgement,
and generally of preparing oneself or others in-
tellectually for mature life, the act or process of
imparting or acquiring particular knowledge or
skills, as for a profession.

School education plays a pivotal role to shape
the future of a child. It’s being said that the future
of a country is shaped in its classrooms. Simply
by framing and implementing curriculum doesn’t
fetch the targeted goal. What we mostly see is
that the government, without providing basic in-
frastructures and relevant requirements, gets
hurry to impose the policies. It is just like to ex-
pect the rose to blossom in a desert.

Though education is the cornerstone of soci-
etal progress, serving as the bedrock upon which
individual builds their future, it has many burning
issues today.

After COVID-19 pandemic, there has been
adeep-rooted crisis in our school education. The
most importantly felt is the learning crisis. Even
the world is facing learning crisis today. While
countries have significantly increased access to
education, being in school isn’t the same thing as
learning. Worldwide, hundreds of millions of chil-
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dren reach young adulthood even without the
basic skills to fill up forms, or understanding
simple calculation formula. One main reason
behind the learning crisis is that we have little or
no information on who is learning and who is
not. As aresult, it will become hard for us to do
anything about it. The schools and the teachers
must prepare the students with more than the
basic reading and writing skills, considering the
kinds os skills that the jobs of the future will re-
quire. Students need to be able to interpret in-
formation well, collaborate and be resilient.

A growing body of evidence suggests the learn-
ing crisis is, at its core, a teaching crisis. For stu-
dents to learn, they need good teachers. But many
education systems pay little attention to what teach-
ers know and what they do in the classroom. The
teachers should be made accountable to his per-
formances or duties. Ifthey don’t have any fear of
evaluation or accountability, teaching crisis per-
sists, and results in learning crisis. However, there
are many dedicated and enthusiastic teachers, in
our society and the country, who despite all the
odds make learning happen with passion, creativity
and determination.

Another burning issue in education is acces-
sibility. Despite efforts to promote universal edu-
cation, disparities persist, with marginalized com-
munities often lacking adequate access to qual-
ity schooling. Economic barriers, geographical
remoteness, and societal inequities exacerbate



the challenge, hindering the realization of educa-
tion as a fundamental human right. Recently, it
has been witnessed that the governmental initia-
tives to address this issue through certain poli-
cies promoting inclusivity, such as scholarships,
infrastructure development, and outreach pro-
grams designed to underprivileged areas.
Furthermore, the quality of education is an-
other pressing concern. Despite several prom-
ises and policies being adopted for maintaining
the quality of education, implementation or re-
alization of the concept

sons and related strategies.

In the meantime, the COVID-19 pandemic
has underscored the importance of resilience and
innovation in education. But if any of the stake-
holders fail to comprehend and adapt to the
changing scenario would jeopardize the flow of
change and also would adversely affect the learn-
ing process of the students. What is desirous in
the hour is that the teachers have to make them-
selves suitable to fit in the changing trend of edu-
cation system. Parents, too, need to encourage
their wards to adapt in

is in the state of oblivion. Despite efforts to promote the process. We have
Eyeg today rote memo- | universal edu cation, disparities | S0 that the schpol clo-
rization, outdated cur- persist, with marginalized com- sures and the shift to re-
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get separated from the | Economic barriers, geographi- | tional models capable of
tradition. This has failed cal remoteness, and societal delivering quality instruc-
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Ing, creativity, anqprac' lenge, hindering the realization In recent years, edu-
tical skills essential for . cation has witnessed
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ties of the modern human right. by technological ad-

world. Even teachers
have become too rigid to accept the innova-
tions in their strategies. Teachers, though they
accept it or not, of 20th century are dealing
with the students of 21st century in their class-
rooms. They should update themselves and
their stoics. To address this, a paradigm shift
towards students-centered learning, interdis-
ciplinary approaches, and the integration of
technology is essential.

Moreover, in the era of embracing innovative
pedagogies to thrive in an ever-changing global
landscape, school teachers are found to have
been engaged continuously in several non-aca-
demic activities, depriving them to get hooked
up their maximum in planning and executing les-

vancements, changing
societal needs, and evolving pedagogical ap-
proaches. Several trends are shaping the land-
scape of education in modern times. Some of
which are stated below:

1. Technology Integration: the prolifera-
tion of digital tools and platforms has revolu-
tionized teaching and learning. From online
courses and virtual classrooms to educational
apps and immersive technologies like Aug-
mented Reality (AR) and Virtual Reality (VR),
technology is increasingly integrated into edu-
cational settings to enhance engagement, per-
sonalization and accessibility.

2. Blended Learning (Hybrid Learning):
Blending traditional face-to-face instruction with

%3 | femrertedt



online learning experiences has been becoming
a popular approach. This hybrid model offers
flexibility, allowing students to access content
anytime, anywhere, while still benefitting from in-
person interactions with teachers and peers.

3. STEM Education: With the increasing

Basic provisions of National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020
and certain principles of West
Bengal State Education Policy

(WBSEP) 2023:The above men-
tioned Policies have incorpo-
rated many of the matters that
have talked of earlier. The five
pillars of NEP 2020 are:

1. Access, 2. Equity, 3. Qual-
ity, 4. Affordability, and 5. Ac-

countability.

importance of Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing, and Mathematics in the global economy, there
is a growing emphasis on STEM education.
Schools are implementing specialized programs,
extracurricular activities, and partnerships with
industry to cultivate students’ interest and profi-
ciency in STEM education.

4.  Project Based Learning: Project Based
Learning emphasis hands-on, collaborative
projects that enable students to apply knowl-
edge and skills to real-world challenges. This
approach promotes critical thinking, problem-
solving and team work, preparing students for
success in the workforce and beyond.

The above state are some of the various trends
evolving in education today. These trends reflect
a shift towards more student-centered, flexible
and inclusive approaches to education, with a
focus on preparing learners for success in the
21st Century workforce and society. Embrac-
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ing these trends can help educators and institu-
tions better meet the needs of diverse learners in
the modern age.

Basic provisions of National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 and certain principles of West Ben-
gal State Education Policy (WBSEP) 2023:
The above mentioned Policies have incorporated
many of the matters that have talked of earlier.
The five pillars of NEP 2020 are:

1. Access, 2. Equity, 3. Quality, 4. Affordability,
and 5. Accountability. Furthermore, the funda-
mental principles of NEP 2020 are:

*  Recognizing, Identifying, and fostering
the unique capabilities of each student.

*  Achieving Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy.

*  Flexibility

*  No hard separation

*  Multidisciplinary and a holistic education

*  Emphasis on conceptual understanding

*  Creativity and critical thinking

*  Ethics and human, and Constitutional
values

*  Promotingmultilingualism and the power
of language

+  LifeSkills

*  Focus onregular formative assessment
for learning

*  Extensive use of technology
Both the above mentioned Policies have many fea-
tures common in them. Both the policies have given
emphasis on the vocational education, professional
development of the teachers, change in assessment
systems, health and nutrition, and others.

Over all, it can be said that the said policies if
implemented literally, after fulfilling all the basic
infrastructures at the school level, will surely be
going to garner good result. Otherwise, the poli-
cies remain the books and the students and the
school will remain there where they were being
tried to lift from. @



NEP-Discourse

The New National Education Policy:
An overview

The new education policy which was approved
by the Union Cabinet, is expected to bring a flurry
of reforms, ranging from school curriculum re-
ductions to the abolition of MPhil programs. The
NEP aspires to develop an education system that
directly contributes to the country’s transforma-
tion by delivering high-quality education to all citi-
zens and developing India into a global knowl-
edge superpower.
New System of Education 2023
The new education policy was adopted by the
Modi government. The 10+ 2 structure has been
fully eliminated in the new education policy. Our
country’s educational curriculum has been based
on 10 + 2, but it will soon be based on This
means that one-halfis from primary to second
grade, the second portion is from third to fifth
grade, the third part is from sixth to eighth grade,
and the last part is from ninth to 12th grade.
We’ll provide you with a quick overview of
the New Education Policy 2021-2023, includ-
ing the Scheme Benefits and key Features.
What is the New Education Policy 2023
(NEP)?
The Indian government’s New Education Policy
is referred to as NEP. It was last modified in
1992 after being drafted in 1986. The Modi-
led BJP government vowed in its election mani-
festo to create a new education policy, or NEP,
to bring about changes in the education sector.
In July 2020, the Union Cabinet of India ap-
proved the New National Education Policy
(NEP) with the aim to bring modern reforms in
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the Indian education system from the school to
the college level. This policy stands on the ide-
ology to make India a ‘global knowledge su-
perpower.’ In addition to this, it was with the
introduction of NEP in 2020 that the Ministry
of Human Resource Development was renamed
to the Ministry of Education.

The new National Education Policy is based
on the pillars of Access, Equity, Quality,
Affordability, and Accountability. It aims to make
both school and college education more holistic,
multidisciplinary, and flexible, which aligns with
the 2020 agenda for sustainable development.
The Need for New National Education
Policy (NEP)

Up until the introduction of the New National
Education Policy in 2020, there were many pit-
falls in the Indian education system. Memorisation
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was prioritised more over the understanding of
concepts. In addition to this, the presence of mul-
tiple boards was a big issue. Each board had
different learning methods for different skills, and
then every student had to take the same
standardised board exam.

Furthermore, in the past years, more empha-
sis was laid on learning or mastering traditional
subjects and less on developing vocational
skills. In the new education policy, all the pit-
falls and limitations of the Indian education sys-
tem are taken care of. Moreover, the policy
intends to bridge the gap between vocational
and formal education.

Who Created NEP?

A panel of specialists, led by former ISRO chiefK
Kasturirangan, discussed the difficulties and adjust-
ments that need to be made in the Indian education
system, which included everything from school to
college to recruitment. These proposals were gath-
ered, and the Ministry then approved them.
Important Highlights of New Education
Policy 2023

1. Schooling starts at the age of 3 years now.
2. Mother tongue as medium of instruction.
3.NO UGC, AICTE, NCTE.

4. Science, Arts, and Commerce gets blurred
5. FYUP Programme Returns & No More
Dropouts

6. Common access at all school-level education
7. Attaining Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy (FLN) starting from grade 3 by 2025
8. Experiential learning in the school curriculum
9. Increase the graduate enrollment ratio

10. Enhancing the Standards of Open and Dis-
tance Learning

11. Technological innovation in education

12. Internationalisation of education

13. Increase in public investment in education .
Challenges of NEP

The framework designed by NEP 2020 will bring
arevolutionary change in the entire higher edu-
cation ecosystem of India, but it has a few limi-
tations, as studied by a few researchers. These
are: As the policy aims to double the gross en-
rollment ratio by 2035, this requires the creation
of anew university every week for the next 15
years, which is a huge challenge.

To deliver the upgraded curriculum effec-
tively, India needs a sizable pool of competent
teachers who are familiar with the new peda-
gogical approach.

Adequate funding and resources are required
for proper implementation.

As teachers generally share a disciplinary an-
choring culture, it is difficult to have educators
with exceptional skills who are experts in one
area and lean in other subjects as well.

Bottom Line

At this point, India’s education system is ata
critical juncture, with the path not completely
clear.

The Indian education system must meet the

needs of the progressive society with a popula-
tion of over 1.4 billion. In the past years, India
has surely made several changes in its academic
structure;
some challenges are yet to pass.
The new National Educational Policy offers a
comprehensive strategy to enhance the quality
of education and bridge the gap in socioeco-
nomic disparities in Indian society. Its success
calls for a robust collaboration between private
and government entities. Therefore, if properly
executed, NEP 2020 has the potential to shape
India’s education system. @

(Writer is an asst. teacher of Looksan Bazar R R Primary School.)

R¥E | et



Educational Discourse

Beyond The Books: The Role of School
Education In Shaping Human Capital

“An investment in knowledge pays the best
interest”—Benjamin Franklin

The advancement of modern civilisation was
based on the fundamental aspect of human life,
the quest for knowledge. Knowledge about our
surroundings and finding ways to utilise the
resources that surrounds us for the upliftment of
human kind from hunter gatherer to more advance
beings. The very quest for knowledge about the
efficient use of scarce resources forms the bedrock
upon which the market dominated economic
system stands. The modern economic system thus
evolved with the premises that efficient use of
resources is the goal we should pursue to achieve
economic development.It isin this very context of
efficient utilisation of resources that this article aims
to elaborate vis—a—vis school education.Land,
Labour, Capital and Organisation/Entrepreneur
are the four major categories in which the
resources are organised where Labour and
Organisation/Entrepreneur directly involve humans
and associated human skills. It is nonetheless the
humans who possess the unique ability to transform
the surrounding resources and keep the cycle of
economic activities running. Thus, there evolved
the concept of Human Capital and Human
Development with the emphasis that each human
should strive to maximise his potential to the fullest.

Human capital refers to the productive
capacities of human beings and acquired assets
such as education, training, intelligence, skills, and
health among others that enhances productivity.

= Parash Sharma
Assistant Teacher

Examples of human capital include communication
skills, education, technical skills, creativity,
experience, problem-solving skills, mental health,
and personal resilience.It was William Petty who
for the first time undertook the serious application
of the concept of human capital in 1676 when he
compared about the loss of arms and ammunitions,
machineries of warfare with the loss of human life.

Adam Smith in his famous book The Wealth
of Nations in the year 1776 acknowledged the
improvement of worker’s skill as a fundamental
source of economic growth. However, it was the
economist of Chicago School in particular Gary
Becker, Jacob Mincer and Theodore Schultz who
popularised it in modern economic discourse. It is
in this background that we will elaborate our
discussion in the following paragraphs where we
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will briefly look into the aspects of human capital
formation and its impact on socio-economic
development and human development.

Human Capital Formation and Economic
Growth:

There is a strong relationship between human
capital and economic growth of a country’.
By improving their skill, people can be more
productive, flexible, and innovative. Investments
in human capital have become more and more
important as the nature of work has evolved in
response to rapid technological change.As
highlighted in the 2019 World Development
Report (WDR): The Changing Nature of Work,
markets are increasingly demanding workers
with higher levels of human capital, especially
advanced cognitive and socio-behavioural
skills.In the context of India, the much hyped
demographic dividend theory will benefit the
economy only if it is matched with an equal
investment in human capital formation. A large
percentage of unskilled labour will not translate
into significant push in the growth figures. Toreap
the benefits of demographic dividends timely
investment in skill development is necessary. Else
the angel of Demographic Dividend may soon
turn out to be a Demographic Demon with large
section of unskilled low paid workers and missed
opportunities.

Human Capital Formation and Tea Garden
Workers:

Tea industry is the single largest employer in the
North Bengal region. The world renowned
Darjeeling Tea with its geographical indication
commands very high price in both the national and
international market. Likewise, the CTC variety
of tea produced in the districts of Jalpaiguri and
Alipurduar are targeted for domestic

consumption.The high demand for tea
consumption in India makes tea industry a
profitable venture without any equivalent substitute
to compete. However, from the labour point of
view, this industry is plagued with myriad of
problems. The colonial practice of segregation of
workers in the labour lines, little to no scope of
quality education and most importantlythe low
wage rate are some of the persistent problems of
tea garden workers. This anti — labour practices
has manifested in the vicious cycle of poverty and
inequality. And it is only through the investment in
human capital formation that this cycle of poverty
and inequality can be escaped.

Human Capital Formation and Capability
Approach:

Nobel laureate Indian economist Amartya Sen led
the groundbreaking work on the capability
approach?. Capabilities may be defined as the set
of options from which an individual can choose
his/her way of beings and doings. This approach
gives emphasis to three requirements of beings
and doings: “freedom, human development and
therealization of rights”. Functionings refers to what
people actually do, their achievements, lifestyle
and identity; ‘Capabilities’ refers to what they could
become and do. Both the functionings and
capabilities directly/indirectly depend on the level
of human capital of an individual. The notion of
capability takes a radical view of career
development which is concerned not just with what
people take up as a profession, but also the set of
potential lives that are within their capabilities but
have not yet been realised. Capability approach
emphasize on maximising the control an individual
has over the different possibilities within his reach.
Central to this idea of maximising one’s capability
is the investment in human capital formation.

1. Knowledge, Capabilities and Human Capital Formation
in Economic Growth -New Zealand Treasury Working Paper,
No. 01/13.
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Human capital formation and women
empowerment:

The initial days of economic boom was exclusive
of women workforce as they were relegated to
the household chores while their male
counterparts actively participated in the industrial
and economic boom of the 19" century. Post
Great—Depression the severe economic hardship
changed the scenario and women were

The initial days of economic
boom was exclusive of women
workforce as they were
relegated to the household
chores while their male
counterparts actively
participated in the industrial
and economic boom of the 19™
century. Post Great— Depression
the severe economic hardship
changed the scenario and
women were compelled to work
to make ends meet.

compelled to work to make ends meet. It must
however be noted that there was a significant
pay disparity among the male and female workers
at that time. If we look at the empirical studies,
today, the pay disparity has decreased in the last
decades. In most of the profession both the male
and female workers get equal pay. This is due to
the investment in human capital formation of
women over time. This in turn led to the upliftment
and empowerment of women in the modern
society. Many limiting social factors that still
persist have hindered full empowerment of
women but it is only through education, human
capital formation and subsequent participation

of women in economic activities that there can
be real progress in their socio —economic status.
Formal education — the major way to Human
capital formation:
Formal education especially higher education
is the first step in the formation of human capital.
Education, training, communication skills,
creativity, problem—solving and health are some
of the aspects that one learns during their
schooling years. Empirical studies suggest a
positive correlation between years of schooling
and average wage. This correlation becomes
stronger for education in STEM course,
Computer Science and Business Studies.
Indeed there may be limitations in the signalling
effect of education in securing higher wages but
the fact that an educated person with right skill
set has higher probability of better pay cannot
be ignored outright. Thus, the quality of
education that a school provides plays an
important role in providing necessary base
upon which a student can undertake his/her
higher education. Schools can also play an
enabling role in the personality development of
students by fostering a conducive learning
environment for improving communication skill,
peer learning, group discussions and creativity.
Education provides necessary qualification
and skill that one requires for a decent work.
At the school level, education provides base
upon which an individual will improve his/her
higher learning abilities. Failure in the formative
schooling years will lead tounder-investment
in human capital. If the participant cannot
acquire the market desired skill set then it
lowers the employment opportunities and
earning potential.

“If your plan is for one year, plant rice. If
your plan is for ten years, plant trees.If your
plan is for one hundred years, educate children.”
KUAN CHUNG (7TH CENTURY BC) ®
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Student Column

Navigating the Maze of School Life

Introduction: School life is a pivotal period in ev-
ery individual's journey. It's atime of growth, learn-
ing, and discovery. In this article, we delve into vari-
ous aspects of school life, offering insights, tips, and
advice to help students make the most of their edu-
cational experience.

The Importance of Balance: School life can be
hectic, with academic demands, extracurricular ac-
tivities, and social engagements vying for attention.
It's essential for students to strike a balance be-
tween academics and personal well-being. Tips for
achieving balance include prioritizing tasks, man-
aging time effectively, and making time for relax-
ation and self-care.

Nurturing Relationships: Friendships formed
during school years often last a lifetime. Cultivating
positive relationships with peers, teachers, and
mentors can enrich the school experience and pro-
vide invaluable support. Strategies for building strong
relationships include communication, empathy, and
mutual respect.

Facing Challenges: School life is not without its
challenges, whether it's academic difficulties, social
pressures, or personal setbacks. Learning to navi-
gate these challenges with resilience and determi-
nationis key to personal growth. Encouraging stu-
dents to seek help when needed, develop prob-
lem-solving skills, and maintain a positive mindset
can empower them to overcome obstacles.
Embracing Diversity: Schools are microcosms
of society, comprising individuals from diverse
backgrounds, cultures, and perspectives. Embrac-
ing diversity fosters inclusivity, tolerance, and mu-
tual understanding. Encouraging students to cel-
ebrate differences, challenge stereotypes, and en-
gage in respectful dialogue promotes a culture of
acceptance and appreciation.
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Pursuing Passions: Extracurricular activities of-
fer students opportunities to explore their interests,
develop talents, and pursue passions outside the
classroom. Whether it's sports, arts, clubs, or com-
munity service, getting involved in extracurriculars
enhances the school experience and fosters per-
sonal growth. Encouraging students to step out of
their comfort zones, try new activities, and pursue
their passions can lead to fulfilling experiences and
lifelong interests.

Planning for the Future: School life is a stepping
stone to the future, whether it's further education,
career aspirations, or personal goals. Setting goals,
exploring career options, and developing essential
skills are essential aspects of preparing for the fu-
ture. Providing students with guidance, resources,
and opportunities for exploration empowers them
to make informed decisions and pursue their aspi-
rations with confidence.

Conclusion: School life is a transformative
journey filled with challenges, opportunities,
and experiences that shape who we are and
who we become. By navigating the maze of
school life with balance, resilience, and a sense
of purpose, students can make the most of their
educational experience and lay the foundation
for a bright future ahead. ®
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English Literature

A short comparative study of
Keats and Shakespeare

John Keats and William Shakespeare are two
of the most revered figures in English Literature,
separated by times over a century. Despite the
gap in time, their works share a deep wellspring
of inspiration and a profound influence on the
English Language.

John Keats, titan of Romantic poetry, left
an indelible mark on the literary world despite
his tragically short life. Though William
Shakespeare, the Bard of Avon, enjoyed a
lengthy and prolific career, Keats achieved
something unique in his mere 25 years; the
creation of a distinct poetic voice that captured
the essence of beauty, truth and mortality with
unmatched intensity.

Keats awareness of his
limited time fuelled a
creative urgency that
permeates his poetry. He
poured his heart and a soul
into his verses, infusing
them with a poignant beauty
that resonates with readers
across generations. His
focus on mortality lends a
unique power to his
exploration of timeless
themes.

= Abhay Sharma,
Assistant Teacher

Keats genius resided in his ability to
transform fleeting moments into profound
experiences. His odes, bursting with sensuous
imagery and rich emotions, explored themes
of nature, love and the transience of life. Poems
like “ Ode on a Grecian Urn” and “ Ode to a
nightingale “ grapple with the yearning for
permanence in a world defined by change.

His odes” Ode on a Grecian Urn still echoes
in our heart.
Thou still unravish’d bride of quietness,
Thou foster- child of silence and slow time,
Sylvan historian , who canst thus express
A flowery tale more sweetly than our rhyme;
What leaf - fring’d legend haunts about thy shape
Of deities or mortals, or of both,
In Temple or the Dale’s of Arcandy?
What men or gods are these? What maidens loth?
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What mad pursuit? What struggle to escape?

What pipes and timbrels? What wild ecstasy?

Heard melodies are sweet ,but those unheard

Are sweeter; therefore, ye soft pipes,play on ;

Not to the sensual ear, but, more endear’d,

Pipe to the sprit dities of no tone;

Fair Youth, beneath the trees,though canst not leave

Thy song , nor ever can those trees be bare;

Bold lover, never, never canst thou kiss,

Though winning near the goal yet, do not grieve;

She cannot fade , though thou hast not thy bliss,

Forever ever wilt thou love, and she be fare!

Ah, happy, happy boughs! that cannot shed

Your leaves, nor ever bid the Spring adieu;

And , happy melodist, unwearied,

For ever piping songs for ever new;

More happy love! More happy, happy love!

For ever warm and still to be enjoy’d

Forever panting, and forever young;

All breathing human passion passion far above,

That leaves a heart high- sorrowful and cloy’d,

A burning forehead, and a parching tongue.

Who are these coming to the sacrifice?

To what green altar, O mysterious Priest,

Lead’st thou that heifer lowing at the skies, And

all her silken flanks with garlands drest?

What little town by river or sea shore,

Or mountain- built with peaceful citadel,

Is emptied of this folk, this pious morn?

And, little town, thy streets for ever more

Will silent be; and not a soul to tell

Why thou art desolate, can e’er return.

'O Attic shape! Fair attitude! With brede

Of marble men and maidens overwrought,

With forest branches and trodden weed,;

Thou, silent form, dost tease us out of thought

As doth eternity; cold Pastoral!

When old age shall this generation waste,

Thou shalt remain, in midst of other woe

Then ours, a friend to man, to whom thou say’st,

“Beauty is truth, truth beauty- that is all

Ye know on earth, and all ye need to know.
Shakespeare, the master of story teller,

excelled at portraying the complexities of

human nature and the vastness of the human

R8¢ | femmerndt

Shakespeare, the master of
story teller, excelled at
portraying the complexities of
human nature and the
vastness of the human
experience. His plays
encompass a wider range of
themes , emotions and
characters. However, keat’s
condensed body of work
possesses a depth of feeling
and a startling clarity of
expression that arguably
surpasses even Shakespeare
in certain aspects.

experience. His plays encompass a wider
range of themes , emotions and characters.
However, keat’s condensed body of work
possesses a depth of feeling and a startling
clarity of expression that arguably surpasses
even Shakespeare in certain aspects.

Keats awareness of his limited time
fuelled a creative urgency that permeates his
poetry. He poured his heart and a soul into
his verses, infusing them with a poignant
beauty that resonates with readers across
generations. His focus on mortality lends a
unique power to his exploration of timeless
themes.

In conclusion; while Shakespeare’s
vast literary landscape continues to inspire
awe, Keats concentrated brillance burns
with an intensity unmatched by even the
Bard. The emotional depth and thematic
richness he achieved in his short life span
solidify his position as one of the greatest
English poets. °



Ecology

Climate change - A greatest threat on Earth

Climate Change is the defining issue of our
time and we are at a defining moment. The
news that keeps making round these days is
of drastic changes in climate. From shifting
weather patterns that threaten food produc-
tion, to rising sea levels that increase the risk
of catastrophic flooding, the impacts of cli-
mate change are global in scope and unprec-
edented in scale. Without drastic action to-
day, adapting to these impacts in the future
will be more difficult and costly.

The global variation of the Earth's climate,
due to natural causes but aggravated by
mankind's own destructiveness, affects the
progressive rise in temperature, extreme
weather phenomena, unstoppable desertifi-
cation, the deterioration of the quality of the
air we breathe, the food we eat and alters

From shifting weather pat-
terns that threaten food pro-
duction, to rising sea levels
that increase the risk of cata-
strophic flooding, the im-
pacts of climate change are
global in scope and unprec-
edented in scale. Without
drastic action today, adapt-
ing to these impacts in the
future will be more difficult
and costly.

both our physical and mental health.
Climate change affects us all. The poten-

= Mamta Pradhan, Looksan Bazar

tial impact is enormous, with predictions of a
lack of clean water, major changes in condi-
tions for food production, and increased
mortality rates due to floods, storms,
droughts and heat waves.
The health of the planet is our health
A report by ISGlobal, with sources from
the Lancet Commission on Planetary
Health, the WHO and Eco Health Alliance,
states unequivocally that the health of hu-
manity is entirely conditioned by the health
of the planet itself.

*  Three out of four new infectious dis-
eases, such as Covid, are of animal origin.

*  Nearly a third of emerging infectious
disease outbreaks are linked to deforestation.

*  Fighting climate change can prevent
250,000 deaths a year.

*  Airpollution kills seven million people
worldwide.

* Contaminated water sickens 1 billion
people every year.

Climate change presents a fundamental
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threat to human health. It affects the physical
environment as well as all aspects of both
natural and human systems — including social
and economic conditions and the functioning
of health systems. It is therefore a threat mul-
tiplier, undermining and potentially reversing
decades of health progress. As climatic con-
ditions change, more frequent and intensify-
ing weather and climate events are observed,
including storms, extreme heat, floods,
droughts and wildfires. These weather and
climate hazards affect health both directly and
indirectly, increasing the risk of deaths, non-
communicable diseases, the emergence and
spread of infectious diseases, and health
emergencies.

Climate change impacts on health

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change's (IPCC) Sixth Assessment Report
(ARO6) concluded that climate risks are ap-
pearing faster and will become more severe
sooner than previously expected, and it will
be harder to adapt to increased global heat-
ing. It further reveals that 3.6 billion people
already live in areas highly susceptible to cli-
mate change. Despite contributing minimally
to global emissions, low-income countries
and small island developing states (SIDS)
endure the harshest health impacts.

So Let’s get to work

If the terrible pandemic puts the world in a
state of emergency and the pharmaceutical,
medical, social and institutional response has
managed to bring it under control. Why we
can’t make an effort to bring climate change
in good shape?

The answer lies in wind farms, solar plants,
water and tidal power, the production of
electric vehicles and the necessary techno-
logical and telecommunications support.

There are other major ways to stop cli-
mate change. Some of them are to -

*  Keep fossil fuels in the ground

*  Investinrenewable energy

*  Switch to sustainable transport such
as switching to electric transport

*  Improve farming and encouraging
vegan diets

*  Restore nature to absorb more carbon

*  Protect forests and plant more trees

*  Protect the ocean

*  Reduce Plastic

Needles to say, the stability and security
of our country and other countries too, i.e.
our health, prosperity and safety are under
constant threat. So, the time has come when
we as responsible global citizens must put in
collective efforts in reversing the tide. And
yes, I do believe that we can turn around the
situation. Our goal is to create a thriving en-
vironment for children and the future genera-
tions to come, by restoring the natural envi-
ronment and working for climate justice.

It’s high time now to recognize that there
will be no security of water, food and energy
unless we have climate security. The govern-
ment will do its part, such as encouraging
energy renewable projects, constructing so-
lar panels, wind turbines, etc but we as re-
sponsible individuals and being a part of this
civil society must get the wheel of efforts
moving to make our planet a safer and better
place to live in. And how that can be done?
By using public transport and less of our per-
sonal vehicles in order to control carbon
emission in our environment, by controlling
energy consumption at our places, etc. It is
not difficult to do, we just have to remain vigi-
lant all the time and make sure around our-
selves that no resources are going waste. ®

(Writer is an assistant teacher of Nagrakata Primary School.)
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“A world of possibility for the creation of DNA has opened up, one in
which cycles of designing, building, testing, and iterating happen at a
radically accelerated pace. At-home versions of DNA synthesizers
currently have some technical limitations but are still enormously
powerful, and you can bet those limitations will be overcome in the
near future.

Where nature takes a long and winding path to reach extraordinarily
effective results, this bio-revolution puts the power of concentrated
design at the heart of these self-replicating, self-healing, and evolving
processes.”

Mustafa Suleyman, The Coming Wave, Page 83
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Scientific Temperament

School’s journey in scientific exploration

Bagrakot Higher Secondary School is nestled in
the lap of Dooars in the northern part of West
Bengal. Describing the beauty of the surroundings
of this school in words is challenging; however, if
I'were to try my best, the only word that comes
tomind is “mesmerising.” It’s surrounded by hills,
riverbanks, tea gardens, and abundant greenery,
creating a breathtaking scene. The socio-
economic conditions in this area are very poor,
with most people earning their livelihood by
working as labourers in the tea gardens.

Consequently, our students face various
obstacles in their daily lives. Since this school is
the only government institution providing school
education in the area, the enrollment is also very
high. Despite the odds, the school overcomes
challenges with ambition and dedication to reach
great heights. The ultimate goal is to develop
society through intellectual growth. Embracing a
scientific mindset is one way to achieve that goal
in this era of rapid advancements in science and
technology.The school has been fostering
scientific curiosity and nurturing young minds
through its annual science exhibitions and by
participating in different science competitions
organized by the district, state, and nation.

Under the visionary leadership of Mr. Sugan
Biswakarma Sir, the school embarked on its
journey of scientific exploration in the year 2015,
aiming to install a passion for science among its
students.Inspired by this vision, he initiated a
science exhibition competition within the school,
providing students with a platform to showcase
their talents and innovations.

HE i =)
Sugan Biswakarma Banamali Mandal
Assistant teacher Vocational teacher

\. J

Year after year, the school’s science exhibitions
evolved into highly anticipated events, drawing
participants from all grades. Students
enthusiastically embarked on their projects,
exploring diverse scientific disciplines, including
physics, chemistry, biology, and environmental
science, under the guidance of Sugan
Biswakarma and a team of dedicated teachers.
In 2018, Bagrakote Higher Secondary School
excelled in the Block Level Students Youth
Science Fair Exhibition held in Kalimpong. Their
projects on Li-Fi technology and waste
management secured them the 1st position. Led
by students Krishnakant Prasad, Md Akit,
Sourav Thakur, and others, and guided by
teachers like Sugan Sir, Udai Sir, and Banamali
Sir, the projects showcased creativity and
dedication. Despite challenges, the students
persevered, emphasizing the importance of
hands-on learning in science education. This
victory marked the beginning of an inspiring
journey, igniting a passion for science among
students and teachers alike.

08| femrertnet



Later after amonth we were called for “District
level Students youth science fair exhibition 2018 ™
where our projects were highly appreciated, our
project was on the working model of - Lifi, rain
water harvesting cum save energy and save life
concept project. The participants were Saurav
Thakur, Aditya chhetri, Sonu Prasad, Ayush chhetri,
Krishnakant Prasad. Teachers group - Sugan
Biswakarma ( myself), Shankar singh kumai.

In2019, Bagrakote Higher Secondary School
achieved a significant milestone as its students
participated in the Kalimpong District Science
fair exhibition Held in Kumdini Homes,
Kalimpong. Under the guidance of dedicated
teachers like Mr. Sugan, Mr. Banamali, and Mr.
Udai, students including Sonu Prasad, Akriti
Chbhetri, and Sahil Thapa showcased their
projects with remarkable enthusiasm and
confidence. At the block level, Sahil and Akriti
secured 2nd place, while Sonu and Rohan
clinched Ist place, demonstrating not only their
talent but also the school’s commitment to
fostering scientific innovation.

In the same year, another notable science event
took place: the “National Children Science
Congress -2019” held in Kalimpong. The project
focused on Nettle (Sishno) (scientific name Urtica
dioica ) Students Kumud and Rohan participated
in this endeavor, guided by teachers Sugan
Biswaskarma, Amit Thapa, and Parash Sharma.
Similarly, in 2020, we participated in the
“Kalimpong District Students Youth Science
Exhibition - 2020 held at Kalimpong Girls H.S.
School hall. Our project focused on Durga Puja
crowd management. Students Rohan Prasad,
Kumud, Sidharth Sharma, Anirudh Sharma, and
Abhisan Thapa participated, guided by teachers
Sugan Biswaskarma (myself), Banamali Mandal,
and Raman Pradhan.

Bagrakote Higher Secondary School’s state-
level participation in the National Children

220 | Fererthdt

Science Congress (NCSC) in 2022 marked a
significant achievement following their success at
the district level. Focused on addressing the
sudden outbreak of dengue in Bagrakote, the
project led by students Saraswati Singh and
Sabina Oroan, under the guidance of teachers
Sugan Biswaskarma, Raman Pradhan, Banmali
Mandal, and Parash Sharma, aimed to find
innovative solutions to this pressing issue.

The project emphasized a multifaceted
approach, combining scientific research,
community engagement, and innovative thinking.
Through extensive study of the epidemiology of
dengue and analysis of local environmental
factors, the students identified key contributors
to the outbreak. They then leveraged their
findings to propose practical interventions aimed
at prevention and control.

Participation in the state-level NCSC
provided a platform for the students to showcase
their project to a wider audience and engage with
peers from across the state. It offered not only
recognition for their efforts but also an opportunity
for learning and growth. The experience instilled
a sense of pride and accomplishment in the
students, reinforcing their commitment to making
a positive impact in their community through
science and innovation.

In2023, Bagrakote Higher Secondary School
participated in the NCSC with a project focusing
on malnutrition in Bagrakote tea garden. The
project received high appreciation. Students
Mercy Murmu and Anisha Ghatani took part,
guided by teachers Sujan Biswakarma, Banamali
Mandal, and Raman Pradhan.

Since 2015, our goal with the school science
exhibitions has been to cultivate students’ comfort
and interest in science. Through hands-on
activities, we aim to make learning enjoyable and
free from fear or hesitation, encouraging students
to embrace science with enthusiasm. @
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“ Now science is finally able to speak with authority to these urgent and
perplexing questions of the psyche at its most irrational, to map with some
precision the human heart. This mapping offers a challenge to those who
subscribe to a narrow view of intelligence, arguing that IQ is a genetic given
that cannot be changed by life experience, and that our destiny in life is largely
fixed by these aptitudes. That argument ignores the more challenging ques-
tion: What can we change that will help our children fare better in life?
What factors are at play, for example, when people of high IQ flounder and
those of modest IQ do surprisingly well? I would argue that the difference
quite often lies in the abilities called here emotional intelligence, which in-
clude self-control, zeal and persistence, and the ability to motivate oneself.
And these skills, as we shall see, can be taught to children, giving them a
better chance to use whatever intellectual potential the genetic lottery may
have given them.”

- Daniel Goleman, EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE, Page xix

“Artificial intelligence will change our world dramatically. The world
in 2062 will be very different from the one we live in today. We need,
therefore, to think big about the changes we should make to society
today if we are to ensure that the world of 2062 is the one we want.”

-Toby Walsh, 2062 THE WORLD THAT Al MADE, Page 267
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